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Summary

The discussion about immigration towards the United States of America was a vast and complex topic which has been extended for the past 200 years. The view over this concept has been changed and updated through the pass of time until it has reached two very different ideals which have been expressed between 2015 and 2018. 
This subject is extremely relevant because it comprises millions of lives that could had suffered a significant change due to the constantly shifting policies. Until the end of the Obama administration the world has observed a slight decrease in the severity of the bills regarding immigration. 
Throughout this article I have analysed the socio-political changes that have been generated by the creation or modification of the immigration and immigration – related bills in the short, yet significant period of time. The comparison that resulted was based on the legislative input, as well as the social lessons that have been learned about the catastrophe generated by the radical change of the migration policies.


This article shows that the changes brought to the immigration policies have had a negative impact upon the development of the society, as they have divided it. At the same time, the possibility of migration towards the United States of America in a legal manner has become even more difficult, almost obliging people to follow the illegal path due to the harsh conditions that they have in their own countries and the strong desire to achieve the “American Dream”.
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Introduction
The history of immigration from Latin America to the United States is complex and has been impacted by a number of factors, including economic, social, and political factors from all of the countries involved. Latin America is the largest source of immigrants to the United States, accounting for over half of the total foreign-born population in 2019. (Lopez, Radford, 2017). The majority of these immigrants come from Mexico, with 11.2 million Mexican-born immigrants living in the country in 2020 (Esterline, Batalova, 2022). The list of major contributing countries in the migratory wave consist of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and other Central American countries. The number of Latin American immigrants in the US has increased significantly in recent decades. It is relevant to mention that there were 19.5 million Latin American immigrants in the US in 2020, accounting for 47% of the total immigrant population (Pew Research Center, 2022).

The reasons why Latin American immigrants come to the US vary, but some of the most common factors include economic opportunity, family reunification, and political instability or violence in their home countries (Esterline, Batalova, 2022). For example, in recent years, many immigrants from Central America have fled violence and gang activity in their countries (Babich, Batalova, 2021). The issue of illegal immigration from Latin America has been a contentious political issue in the US for many years. In recent years, the Trump administration implemented a series of policies aimed at cracking down on illegal immigration, including building a wall along the US-Mexico border and implementing strict immigration enforcement policies (Nazario, 2020).

The history of Latin American immigration to the United States is long and complex, with waves of immigrants coming at different times for different reasons. For example, in the early 20th century, many Mexican immigrants came to the United States as migrant workers, especially in agriculture. In the 1960s and 1970s, political instability and violence in countries like El Salvador and Guatemala led to an increase in immigration to the United States (Tienda, Sanchez, 2013). Despite political controversy around immigration from Latin America, many Latin American immigrants make significant contributions to the US economy and society. For example, Latin American immigrants are more likely than US-born workers to be employed in industries such as construction, agriculture, and hospitality (Esterline, Batalova, 2022).

Overall, immigration from Latin America to the US is a complex and multifaceted issue that continues to shape the country's demographics, culture, and politics. Today, immigration from Latin America to the United States is the subject of much political debate, with some advocating for stricter immigration policies and others arguing for more lenient policies that provide a path to citizenship for undocumented immigrants. 
Legal and illegal immigration from Latin America 


Latin America has been a major source of immigrants to the United States for many years. A relevant input is that there were approximately 11.3 million unauthorized immigrants in the United States in 2016, and 78% of them were from Mexico and Latin America (Passel, Cohn, 2019). This number represents a decline from the peak of 12.2 million unauthorized immigrants in 2007 (Krogstad, Gonzalez-Barrera, 2019). Legal immigration from Latin America to the United States has been declining in recent years. According to the Department of Homeland Security, there were 467,370 legal immigrants from Latin America in 2015, which decreased to 427,318 in 2016, and further declined to 414,238 in 2017 (United States Department of Homeland Security, 2019). According to data from the United States Department of Homeland Security, there were approximately 2.8 million legal immigrants from Latin America between 2015 and 2018. Of these, the majority were from Mexico, with over 1.1 million Mexican immigrants coming to the United States during this time period (United States Department of Homeland Security, 2021). This trend is mainly due to the changes in the U.S. immigration policies under the Trump administration. In 2017, the Trump administration announced the end of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, which protected young undocumented immigrants from deportation. The administration also announced a travel ban on citizens from seven Muslim-majority countries, which created uncertainty and fear among immigrants from all over the world. Furthermore, the administration has implemented stricter rules and procedures for obtaining visas and green cards, making it harder for immigrants to enter and remain in the United States (Krogstad, Gonzalez-Barrera, 2019). 

Illegal immigration from Latin America to the United States has also been declining in recent years. It can be observed that the number of unauthorized immigrants from Latin America decreased from 7.7 million in 2007 to 6.2 million in 2016 (Passel, Cohn, 2019). The majority of unauthorized immigrants from Latin America are from Mexico, but the number has been declining in recent years. The number of unauthorized immigrants from Mexico decreased from 6.9 million in 2007 to 5.4 million in 2016 (Krogstad, Gonzalez-Barrera, 2019). The decline in unauthorized immigration can be attributed to a number of factors, including the improving economic conditions in Latin America, the increased border security and enforcement measures, and the changing U.S. immigration policies.
Immigration policy of the Obama administration 

The Obama administration's immigration policy for Latin America was focused on improving border security, increasing legal immigration opportunities, and providing a pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants. The administration also sought to address the root causes of migration by promoting economic development and democratic governance in the region (The White House, 2014). The Obama administration invested heavily in border security, with a focus on preventing illegal immigration and drug trafficking. The administration increased funding for border security technology and personnel, and implemented a program to detect and apprehend undocumented immigrants who had committed crimes (The White House, 2014).

The administration also sought to increase legal immigration opportunities for Latin Americans. In 2014, the administration launched the Central American Minors (CAM) program, which allowed certain children from El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras to apply for refugee status or parole in the United States (United States Citizenship and Immigration Services, 2015). The administration also expanded the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, which provides temporary protection from deportation and work authorization for undocumented immigrants who arrived in the United States as children (United States Citizenship and Immigration Services, 2016).

The Obama administration supported a pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants. In 2013, the administration worked with a bipartisan group of senators to develop a comprehensive immigration reform bill that would have provided a pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants, as well as increased border security and reformed the legal immigration system. However, the bill ultimately failed to pass Congress (Los Angeles Times, 2013).

The Obama administration recognized that addressing the root causes of migration was essential to reducing the number of undocumented immigrants entering the United States. The administration worked to promote economic development and democratic governance in the region through programs like the Alliance for Prosperity, which provided economic assistance to El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras (Reuters Team, 2016).

Immigration policy of the Trump administration 


The immigration policy of the Trump administration for Latin America was characterized by a strong focus on reducing illegal immigration and increasing border security. The administration also implemented policies to restrict legal immigration and made efforts to limit aid to countries that did not cooperate with U.S. immigration enforcement efforts.

The Trump administration prioritized border security as a key component of its immigration policy for Latin America. The administration increased funding for border security technology and personnel, and implemented a "zero tolerance" policy that led to the separation of families at the border (CNN, 2018). The administration also worked to build a border wall along the U.S.-Mexico border (The White House, 2017).

 The Trump administration implemented policies to restrict legal immigration from Latin America. In 2017, the administration ended the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, which provided temporary protection from deportation and work authorization for undocumented immigrants who arrived in the United States as children. The administration also made it more difficult for people from certain Latin American countries to obtain visas and green cards (Shear, Hirschfeld Davis, 2017).

 Trump administration made efforts to pressure Latin American countries to cooperate with U.S. immigration enforcement efforts. The administration threatened to cut off aid to countries that did not do enough to prevent their citizens from illegally immigrating to the United States. In 2019, the administration also signed a controversial agreement with Guatemala (Reuters Team, 2019) that allowed the United States to send asylum seekers to Guatemala to seek protection there instead of in the United States (BBC News, 2020).

Comparison 

The immigration policies of the Obama and Trump administrations for Latin America were markedly different in their approaches to undocumented immigration, border security, and legal immigration. The Obama administration implemented the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program in 2012, which allowed undocumented immigrants who arrived in the United States as children to apply for protection from deportation and work authorization. The program was later expanded to include parents of U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents. The Trump administration, on the other hand, ended the DACA program in 2017 and implemented a "zero tolerance" policy that led to the separation of families at the border (Shear, Hirschfeld Davis, 2017).

 Both administrations prioritized border security, but the Trump administration focused heavily on building a border wall along the U.S.-Mexico border and increasing funding for border security technology and personnel. The Obama administration also increased border security funding and personnel but focused on strengthening relationships with Latin American countries to address the root causes of illegal immigration (Acosta, Collinson, 2014).

 The Obama administration supported comprehensive immigration reform that would have provided a pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants and increased legal immigration from Latin American countries (The White House, 2017). The Trump administration, on the other hand, implemented policies to restrict legal immigration from Latin America and made it more difficult for people from certain Latin American countries to obtain visas and green cards (BBC News, 2020).

 The Obama administration made efforts to strengthen relationships with Latin American countries and address the root causes of illegal immigration, including poverty, violence, and corruption (Brookings Institution, 2015). The administration provided aid to countries in the region to support economic development and security (BBC News, 2020). The Trump administration, on the other hand, made efforts to pressure Latin American countries to cooperate with U.S. immigration enforcement efforts and threatened to cut off aid to countries that did not do enough to prevent their citizens from illegally immigrating to the United States.

Conclusion
The immigration policies of the Obama and Trump administrations during 2015-2018 were vastly different, reflecting contrasting attitudes towards immigration and the role of immigrants in American society. Under the Obama administration, there was a focus on comprehensive immigration reform, which aimed to provide a pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants and address issues such as border security and visa backlogs. The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program was implemented, which allowed undocumented immigrants who arrived in the US as children to apply for protection from deportation and work permits. The Obama administration also prioritized the deportation of criminals and those who posed a threat to national security, while providing some leniency for non-violent offenders and families with children.

In contrast, the Trump administration implemented a series of restrictive immigration policies that targeted undocumented immigrants and refugees. The administration sought to increase border security through the construction of a border wall and the deployment of more border patrol agents. The administration also sought to restrict legal immigration through measures such as the Muslim travel ban and the termination of the Diversity Visa Lottery. The Trump administration also sought to eliminate the DACA program, which resulted in a legal battle that is ongoing.

The differences between the two administrations’ immigration policies reflect different priorities and attitudes towards immigration. The Obama administration prioritized the integration of undocumented immigrants into American society, while the Trump administration prioritized the protection of American jobs and national security. These policies have had significant impacts on immigrants and their families, as well as on American society as a whole. While the Biden administration has sought to reverse some of the Trump administration's policies, the issue of immigration remains a highly divisive and complex issue in American politics.
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